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§ N Y ith the Christmas Season quickly approaching, | thought it necessary to start our monthly newsletter with the
story that tells the true meaning of Christmas. Please take a few moments to reflect on this true story.

Luke 2:1-20

At that time the Roman Emperor, Augustus decreed that a census should

be taken throughout the entire Roman Empire. This was the first census
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All returned to their own towns
to register for the census. Because Joseph was a descendent of King David,
he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled
there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him, Mary,

his fiancée, who by this time had become pregnant by the Holy Spirit.

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her first child, a son. She
wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the village inn.

At night, shepherds were in the field outside the village guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the
Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terribly
frightened, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “I bring you good news of great joy for
everyone! The Savior, yes the Messiah, the Lord has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city of David! And this
is how you will recognize him: You will find a baby lying in a manger, snuggly wrapped in strips of cloth!”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others, the armies of heaven praising God: Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and peace on earth to all. When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each
other, “Come, let us go to Bethlehem! Let us see this wonderful thing that has happened which the Lord has told
us about.”

They ran to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby lying in the manger. Then the
shepherds told everyone what happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the
shepherds’ story were astonished. However, Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and thought about
them often. The shepherds went back to their fields and flocks, glorifying and praising God for what the angels
had told them, and because they had seen the child, just as the angel had said.

May Jesus, our Savior and Lord bless you during the Advent and Christmas seasons.

Still! In One! Peace!

Pastor Dawvid




“Hot Air” fromdJim . ... ..

“Do not STORE up for yourselves treasures on Earth, but store up for yourselves treasures in
o) Heaven, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21 NIV)

Merry, Merry “stuffmas” to you and all your loved ones. | hope
that during this “stuffmas” season that you will receive all the
stuff that your heart desires, that your “stuffmas” stocking is over stuffed, your
“stuffmas” tree is stuffed so full that the stuff spills out in such a large area that your
“stuffmas” gathering will have to be stuffed into a larger room in hopes of stuffing your
face until you are really stuffed!! If everyone is really stuffed, there should be no
complaints when we wish everyone a happy “stuffmas” and the hope that
the “stuffman” in the red suit (and he really does look the part) stuffs their | «7“4ms.
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chimney full.

During the dark ages of the 60’s, (by the way, that’s the 1960’s) the self storage
facilities industry did not exist. We now spend $12 billion a year just to pay someone to
store our extra stuff, not including what we store in our attics, garages, and back yard
sheds. We clean out our stuff so we can make room for more stuff, because we really
can’t stand to have any “empty” space within our domain.

Yet stuff does not really satisfy our true desires and longings as God has created us. We know and have experienced
that stuff just doesn’t last that long, and in fact, in the time frame of “eternity”, we don’t either. Scripture tells us, “The
Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, and all who live in it.” “Remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives
you the ability to produce wealth.” “The silver is mine and the gold is mine, declares the Lord Almighty.”

The Apostle Paul in giving some advice to Timothy tells him that “Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we
brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.” (1 Timothy 6:6-7 NI1V)

PEACE
JOY A psycholpgy professor gave his class a unique.assignment to determine whether happiness comes
more readily from acts of kindness or from having fun. He asked each class member to engage in
N one philanthropic activity and one pleasurable activity. The results were life changing. The effects
T of a kind action or charitable act produced a greater sense of worth and a longer lasting effect of
LOVE contentment than indulging in some pleasurable activity.
HAPPINESS God gave us an everlasting gift in the birth of His Son for why we celebrate Christmas. May we
T focus on Christmas by removing the excess “stuffmas” from our celebrations. May we receive all
M the JOY, PEACE, CONTENTMENT, and HAPPINESS we so desire by opening up God’s gift to
. us in having a relationship with His Son, Jesus Christ, and by giving acts of LOVE and SERVICE
SERVICE to others
N :
N\ KEEP SMILING
(it means Christ is more important than stuff)
Jim Durwv

P.S. (A rerun from 2008, 09, and 10, and if you will commit to memorize this joke, then next year I can just say
“Ditto” 1)
The wise men had other occupations besides being wise men! They were firemen from Georgia, because they
came from “a far”!! (The tradition continues!!)

FIRST SUNDAY SPECIAL OFFERING

n the first Sunday of each month, during the time of Communion, baskets are placed on both sides of the sanctuary

(at the end of the first pew) for you to contribute to a special offering to benefit different ministries/missions of
Englewood UMC. You may contribute to these special offerings as you return to your pew after you receive communion.
The First Sunday Special Offering for December will benefit the Agape Village Foundation Methodist Orphanage Project
Zambia. The Agape Village Foundation is a Christian nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide care for orphaned
children in Zambia that will enable them to thrive and to eventually become self-supporting adults. In 2010 it was estimated
that Zambia, which has a population of 12 million people, has 1.2 million orphans. Thank you for your continued support of
the First Sunday Special Offerings. Remember you may contribute to these special offerings throughout the month.
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Our Sympathy Is Expressed To:

Friends and family of Dorothy (Dottie) McKnight Kight of
Charleston, SC upon her death on Novemberl0, 201 1.

Mattie Bullock and family upon the death of Mattie’s
brother, James A. Jones of Peyvton, CO on November 11,
2011.

FPat Combs and family upon the death of Pats brother,
Franklin Delano Davis on November 28, 201 1.

In Memoriam
DOROTHY (Dottie) McKNIGHT KIGHT
November 10, 2011
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Congratulalions (o

Anna Lynn Hsia
and
S22 _James Carleton McXita

who were united in marriage at
North Hills Club, Raleigh, NC
on Octoter 22, 2017
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Baptism

November 13, 2011

Kiley Brooke Holland
Born on December 29, 2010

Parents are Ashley and Shawn Holland.
Big brother is Tyson Holland.
Grandparents are John and Phyllis Griffin.

Our Newest bers

Confirmation Class of 2011

Amberleigh Dornseif, Scott Boyd, David Smith,
Taylor Barbour and Shannon Fogarty
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Englewood Family,

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the
cards, phone calls, visits, and prayers during my recovery
from back surgery. Also, | would like to thank the Prayer
Shawl Ministry for the prayer blanket. A special thanks to
Pastor David and Jim Dunn for their visits and calls. | feel
very blessed to be a part of Englewood United Methodist
Church.

In Christ,

Bobby Manning
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| want to thank so many for their visits, cards, calls,
the lovely prayer shawl, chicken salad, Brunswick stew,
prayer book of healing, and their prayers. My breakfast
bar is filled with cards, a lovely reminder that | am
thought of when | need it.

I am progressing well from my recent heart ablations
and am getting out and about. It will take a while for my
total recovery, but | am definitely on the mend and | am
hopeful that the doctor was able to get most of the
diseased tissue. Only time will tell....he says about 3-6
months. | have a new grandson that needs his grandma
to visit him often, so that will speed my recovery so | can
run up and down the road to enjoy the smell of a fresh
new baby.

Having a Pastor Dave, who shows up in the very
early morning at the hospital, even when | said not to
bother, is an example of dedication to his flock. What
also helps us heal is being part of our church where so
many remember you...no church can do it better than
Englewood Methodist does.

You all are so wonderful and | sincerely thank you.
Charlotte Mizelle




U n ]ted December 12

Women December 20 Women of the Way - Double

UMW NEWS

. Trinity Circle - Pizza Inn (Hunter Hill) - 6:00 p.m.
Methodist December 20 Circle of Joy - Pizza Inn - 11:30 a.m.

Tree (Dogwood Room) - 11:30 a.m.

December 21 Lydia’s Sisters - Please note date change (Wednesday). Meet at church parking lot
at 4:30 p.m. to travel to Greenville for Christmas social and canvas painting class.
Please bring appetizer to share, a drink, and $30 to pay for class. Remember, you must
register online prior to the class.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ~ Meeting Schedule

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Tuesday, December 6 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Fellowship Hall (blankets)
Tuesday, December 27 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Church Parlor (shawls)

. ’ | \rinity Circle has a new shipment
of dish cloths. You may purchase

at 81.50 each. Order forms for dish
cloths are available in the church
office. If you have questions, you may
contact Janice Roberson at 443-2458.

A BIG THANK YOU to the members of
the Directory Committee for their work to
produce a new pictorial directory for EUMC.
We really appreciate you! A special thanks
to Carolyn Clay for working so diligently
with the photographers!

CHRISTMAS EVE LUMINARIES

1

I

i The Englewood UMYF will once again be placing luminaries at the church on Christmas Eve at a cost
1 of $1.00 per candle/person. These may be placed in memory or honor of your loved ones. Forms are
I
1
1

available in the church lobby and in the church office (as well as
The deadline for placing orders is December 11, 2011.

the Sunday bulletins) for your use.

ocoukrwdE

Express to everyone the “Joy we get from God”.

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS

On Thursday, November 10, 2011, the Church Council held a planning retreat that was attended by 25-30 church members.
We just wanted to summarize several of the items that were discussed. If you have any questions, please contact Jay Quigley.

Provide information to the congregation about the church committees and ministries that the church offers.

Re-introduce the “Talent” survey so members can help other members with small jobs and share their talents to help others.
Determine if new committees or ministries are needed and evaluate existing ones.

Encourage involvement of all church members to help prevent inactivity.

Distribute information from meetings and other church activities so every one will be informed.

P900890000090009008900000900090009000909000005
2012 FLOWER CALENDAR

The 2012 Flower Calendar is located on the bulletin board outside the
church office. Please sign up for your special
Sunday to place flowers in the sanctuary.

Please Note: Flowers placed in the sanctuary should be
no more than 36” wide and 25” high.

Narthex Flowers
If you are interested in placing flowers in the Narthex,
please contact the church office (443-2926).
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SENIOR ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Wednesday, December 21, 2011
12:00 Noon

he Senior Adult Fellowship will
meet on Wednesday, December 21
at 12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Bring a sandwich or salad. We will

supply drinks and dessert. Come join us
for fun and fellowship. Bring a friend or make a
new onel!
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g “LIVING GIFTS” i
This Christmas, help those in need by giving the gift that keeps on giving.

EUMW is sponsoring “Living Gifis” at Christmas this year. You may honor or memorialize someone special by
giving a share of a sheep, goat, donkey, or trees/seedlings, sent in your name to deserving families around the
world. The animals/trees you select will be used by families to provide a means of supporting themselves and their
communities.

The cost of the “Living Gifi” will be $10.00 per listing. EUMW members will be
available in the church lobby on December 4 and December 11, to collect your completed
forms and receive donations. The forms will be available in the bulletin on each of those
Sundays and in the church office during the week. Memorial and Honorarium cards
will be available for you to send to friends and loved ones to let them know of your
contribution in their name. The deadline for placing your order is December 11.
A special bulletin listing the donor and recipients will be available at the Christmas Eve

service to North Carolina. Charles
recently retired after a career of
40 years with the N.C. Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources. The Order of the Long
Leaf Pine is the highest honor
the governor can bestow on a North
Carolina resident.

Service. g
& Please make your checks payable to Englewood United Methodist Church and put “Living Gifts” on the memo line. ‘
% & All donations are tax deductible and all proceeds go directly to Heifer Project International. ﬁ&
g , " CONCRATULATIONS to Charles Johnson who has
%N . The Adult Cﬁ?“nCE( Choir received The Order of The Long Leaf Pine bestowed by
] & will present a Christmas Cantata Gov. Bev Perdue to honor his

on Sunday, December 18
at 11:00 a.m. (One Service Only)

The traditional EUMC
Christmas Eve Service will
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At 6 Thank you to all who participated by
having your photos taken for our new

o church pictorial directory. Almost
everyone who registered for pictures was

photographed. You showed up on time

¥ 3
i i wearing happy smiles and you exhibited
Fy THE CHURCH FAMILY IS INVITED Fy cheerful attitudes. All this made for a pleasant experience.
i TO A PARTY!!! t Ith et1lso hﬁlped (;hat w;—zt htatlj competent and pleasant
photographers and consultants!
& i & Some of the pictures are already in the mail and
Y COME TO APARTY!l & hopetully all of h b N D N
Yy 4| hopefully all of you will have yours by early December.
: i : The package for the pictorial directory will be delivered to
i th Rozkert]s V;”“ sponsor aé:hu(rjch V\Sde Chb”StTft‘; i Olan Mills by the time you receive this newsletter. It is
i f?g% a2r'1005p0r21 prc;q(r)%rr;)omn irf?h:)éellgt\:/s$i§rHall i our hope that the directory will be here early in the new
. . = . . . . . . year.
i After lunch, come have dessert with us and enjoy i Thanks again to everyone. You made our job easy
Y stories and carols of the Season. | andenjoyable.
2*************************i The Pictorial Directory Committee
OUR YEAR-TO-DATE RECORD
ATTENDANCE FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Monthly Average Monthly Actual YTD

Sunday School 147 Budget Goal $40,309.67 $446,507.08

Worship (8:30) 75 Budget Receipts ~ $37,173.85 $411,835.55

Worship (11:00) 146

LIFt 41







