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From  the Pastor’s Pen. . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I n this month of February, the month in which we celebrate love on Valentine’s Day, I could not resist sharing with 
you something that was sent to me by several people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No greater love has ever been shown anyone than this.  Our creator has made the way for us to live forever with Him 
and our other loved ones by forgiving our sins through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and Him rising from the dead.  
God’s love has been shown to all of humanity through this sacrificial act.  What a wonderful Valentine’s present to us 
from the Lord this month and every month throughout the year.  Let’s respond to this love by loving God and each other.   
I John 4:19 says, “We love God [and each other] because He first loved us.”  May the Lord bless you as you share His 
love with others. 
 
       In His Love, 
 

            Pastor David 

PLEASE NOTE…….In order to save paper and printing expenses, the 2012 Church Budget will not be  
included in the newsletter.  Copies are available in the church lobby, the church office, and on the church website. 

 “For God so loVed the world, 

  that He gAve  

       His onLy 

       BegottEn 

            SoN 

    That whosoever 

 Believeth In Him 

    Should Not perish, 

  But have Everlasting life.” 
  John 3:16 



 

    “Hot Air” from Jim . . . . . . 
 

“Blessed are the PURE IN HEART for they will see God.”  (Matthew 5:8)   

W ell, February is upon us once again.  The cold, dark, damp, and miserable month in which 
our thoughts, because of Valentine’s Day, turn to love and …… dying!!  No, I am not talking 

about what might happen if you fail to give the “perfect” gift to your special “love”.  
Forty years of giving last minute and thoughtless gifts, (remember the case of vacuum cleaner bags?)  
I am proof that you can survive, even just barely.  I’m referring to the short dumpy dude flying around 
on red stubby wings shooting arrows into people’s hearts (known as Cupid).  
 

Growing up and experiencing thousands of hours of seeing on TV cowboys fighting the Indians, 
it is without a doubt, if you get shot in the heart with an arrow even from Cupid…...you die!! 
 

However, if we really consider the “heart effect” on loving others, to love others, first we have to 
“die” to ourselves.  We must die to our human tendency, the Adam nature of pure selfishness 
and the attitudes of, “It’s all about me and what makes me happy”.  If anything, love is giving of 
oneself to others in service and sacrifice.  Maybe Cupid knows what he is doing in shooting the  
arrow through the old heart so a new heart can begin to grow. 
 

Jesus tells us to love first the Lord your God with all your HEART, soul, and mind, then you will be 
able to love others (Matthew 22:37).  Without a “heart change” we cannot overcome our  
self-centeredness.  Christ said that He came to please God, the one who sent Him, and not Himself  
(John 5:30b), and for anyone to believe in Him, the Resurrection and Life, will live even though he dies 
(John 11:25), meaning a physical death as well as dying to self. 
 

The heart is always in control.  Your heart will be where your treasure is (Matthew 6:21), and from the overflow of the 
heart, good or evil, man’s mouth speaks (Luke 6:45).  But with a “good” heart those who hear the word (Gospel) retain 
it, and the good seed (Holy Spirit) in the good soil (a humble heart) will produce a crop (of good deeds), by loving God 
and loving others (Luke 8:15). 
 

Christ told us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled, trust in God, trust also in Me (Christ) (John14:1).  “But God  
demonstrates His own love for us in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  “Greater love 
has no one than this, that he lay down HIS LIFE for his friends” (John 15:13). 
 

Loving is all about dying.  Because of love, Christ died for us.  We must learn to love God and to love others…..by 
dying to self, laying down our lives, and our own desires.  Hug someone and let them know that you are glad they are 
alive, and that you love them!! 
 

Jesus said, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE (loving God and  
loving others over “SELF”) will FIND IT (Matthew 10:39).  Dying to self gives a “New Birth” in Christ!! 
 
      KEEP SMILING 
        (It shows that your heart is in the right place.) 
 

      Jim Dunn 
 
P.S.  A Minister was walking through a cemetery when he saw a man kneeling at a grave weeping.  As the minister 
approached he heard the man saying, “Why did you have to leave?  Since you’ve been gone I’ve had no peace, no joy, 
and find it hard to face each day”.  The minister in his most comforting and pastoral voice asked, “Did you lose a loved 
one?”  “No,” the man exclaimed, “He was my wife’s first husband!!” 

Hello, Welcome to 
Englewood United  
 Methodist Church! 

FIRST SUNDAY SPECIAL OFFERING 
 

O n the first Sunday of each month, during the time of Communion, baskets are placed on both sides of the sanctuary  
(at the end of the first pew) for you to contribute to a special offering to benefit different ministries/missions of  

Englewood UMC.  You may contribute to these special offerings as you return to your pew after you receive communion.   
The First Sunday Special Offering for February will benefit La Estrella (Rocky Mount District Shining Star Ministries).  The 
goal of La Estrella is to show God’s love by academically empowering students and providing a safe, fun environment in which 
they can realize their potential.  In addition to supporting financially, volunteers are needed to provide tutoring, meals, school 
supplies, etc.  No experience is needed for tutoring….you only need to speak English and provide love!   
 Thank you for your continued support of the First Sunday Special Offerings.  Remember you may contribute to these 
special offerings throughout the month. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hunter and Wiley Clay 
P O Box 7153 

Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804 
 

Hunter comes to us by profession of faith. 

 
 

 
 

Our Sympathy Is Expressed To: 
 
 

Judith Anderson and family upon the death of her mother, 
Katherine Stone Keith Summerlin on December 22, 2011. 
 

Family and friends of Christopher A. Estrada upon his death on 
December 31, 2011. 
 

Beth & Jerry Ezzell and Stacie, Thomas, Leah & Peyton Carr 
and family upon the death of Jerry’s brother, Ronald Wayne 
Ezzell, on January 1, 2012. 

Englewood United Methodist Church, 
 

Ed and I want to thank our Englewood Church family for the 
prayers, cards, visits, food, and flowers during Ed’s recovery from 
his fall. 
 

Also thanks to the Prayer Shawl and Blanket Ministry for the 
lovely blanket they sent to him in the hospital.  He really is  
enjoying his blanket. 
 

Thanks to David Benson and Jim Dunn for their visits and prayers.  
You both helped us through a rough time. 
 

    God Bless you all, 
    Jane and Ed Powell 

Englewood United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, visits, and telephone calls  
during my stay in the hospital and Autumn Care.  Thank you for 
being such a caring church family and please continue to keep me 
in your prayers. 
 

    God Bless, 
    Louraine Strickland 

Englewood United Methodist Church, 
 

We would like to thank the women of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
for the beautiful prayer blanket presented to our grandbaby Abby.  
Thank you Pastor David, Jim and everyone for their prayers and 
calls.  She is doing much better and we had a blessed Christmas. 
 

    Faye and Bill Ames 

Englewood United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you to everyone for all of your prayers, cards, calls,  
balloons, emails, meals, and the beautiful prayer shawl that you 
have sent over the past few months!!!  I am almost two weeks out 
from gall bladder surgery and a little over two weeks out from 
having the first injection in my back and I have to say that each 
day I am feeling better and better!!!  I have not taken any  
corrective medications since the surgery and so far so good!!!  
Praise the Lord!!!  Love and thanks to you all! 
 

    Blessings, 
    Lindsay Lee 

Englewood United Methodist Church, 
 

We extend our appreciation for all the prayers, calls, cards, visits, 
flowers, and words of encouragement and sympathy received from 
everyone during my mom’s (Lucy Manning) illness and death.  
What a wonderful church family we have at EUMC.  We were 
blessed to have her for 97 years and we know that she is now at 
peace and resting in her heavenly home.  We will always cherish 
the many great memories. 
 

    Love to all, 
    Embra and Lee Pullen 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your cards, visits, calls, flowers from the Flower 
Ministry, and the delicious meal provided by the Congregational 
Care Committee. 
 

God bless all of you. 
 

    Betsy Bobbitt 
 

United Methodist Men 
Tuesday, February 7 

6:30 p.m. 
 

The United Methodist Men will meet on  
Tuesday, February 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
We will have dinner, a time of fellowship, and meeting.  
All men in the church are invited.   
 

Note the change in date of the meeting in  
February due to Valentine’s Day. 

SENIOR ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

12:00 Noon 
 

T he Senior Adult Fellowship will meet on 
Wednesday, February 15 at 12:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Bring a sandwich or salad.  We will supply 
drinks and dessert.  Come join us for fun and fellowship.  Bring 
a friend or make a new one!  Guest speaker will be a former 
member of EUMC, T. W. King, who will be speaking about 
issues important for seniors. 

OUR YEAR-TO-DATE RECORD 
 

    ATTENDANCE               FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

Monthly Average        Monthly Actual                  YTD 
 

 Sunday School  138   Budget Goal      $38,333.33  $38,333.33 
 Worship (8:30)    89   Budget Receipts     $40,704.04  $40,704.04 
 Worship (11:00) 144 
 LIFt    53 



Fourth Annual 

“Spring with Me to the Lydia’s Sisters’ Tea 
Saturday, March 24, 2012  ~  EUMC Fellowship Hall 

11:00 a.m.   -   1:00 p.m. 
 

Tickets $12.00 will be on sale beginning February 19. 
Be sure to mark your calendars now. 

Speakers will be:  Susan Blakely and Debbie Stephenson.  
A fabulous menu is being planned along with many  

great vendors!  Proceeds will go to missions. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  ~  Meeting Schedule 
 

 Tuesday, February 7 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Fellowship Hall (Blankets) 
 Tuesday, February 28 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  Church Parlor (Shawls) 
 

 Note:  The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet on Tuesday, February 14.   
 

Shawls and blankets will be placed on the altar rail on  
Sunday, February 12 and February 26. 

 

UMW NEWS 
 

February 20  Trinity Circle  -  Room 206/207  -  7:00 p.m. 
February 21  Women of the Way  -  Room 206/207  -  9:30 a.m. 
February 21  Circle of Joy  -  Parlor  -  10:00 a.m. 
February 21  Lydia’s Sisters  -  Fellowship Hall  -  6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  -  Child Care Provided 
    Hostesses:  Lisa Clark and Margie Holt 

     Menu:  Italian Casserole, Salad, Bread, Dessert.  Bring Salad Toppings. 
     Program:  Heart Month 

Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry 
 

T hank you to the members of the Prayer Shawl and Blanket Ministry for your dedication and commitment in answering God’s 
call to serve through this ministry.  God will surely bless you for your faithfulness in donating your time and resources to carry 

out this ministry of love, friendship, and caring. 
 

 A BIG THANKS to Jim Dunn for all the support he provides to the Prayer Shawl/Blanket Ministry.  Jim delivers many of the 
shawls and blankets as he visits those who are grieving, in the hospital, and sick at home. 
 

 During the year 2011, you donated the following gifts of love and compassion:  115 fleece prayer blankets (57 donated to the 
Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Unit at Duke Children’s Hospital), 108 knitted prayer shawls (40 donated to the chemo center 

here in Rocky Mount), 23 fleece scarves to the children at Baskerville School, 13 knitted 
scarves to the chemo center and My Sister’s House, 6 chemo caps, 6 knitted Baptismal 
shawls, 1 lap robe, and 3 knitted baby blankets.  Your blankets and shawls are not only  
donated within our own church and community but world-wide.  I am sure you will agree that 
it is a blessed ministry, not only for those who receive the gifts, but also for those who give. 
 

      The wonderful thing about our prayer shawl/blanket ministry is that anyone can  
participate!  For those who don’t knit or crochet, 
making blankets is a good choice.  If you can tie  
a knot, cut with scissors, or pray, then you are 

qualified!  If your time is limited, you can participate by your financial donations.  Yarn  
and especially fleece is expensive.  We have a Prayer Shawl Fund and Christian would be 
happy to receive your donations.  The most important part of this ministry is prayer.  We 
ask for your continued prayers and ask you to prayerfully consider how God can use you 
to carry out His ministry of love and compassion.  Please join us and discover what  
wondrous things Our Gracious Heavenly Father can accomplish using our willing hearts 
and hands and yarn and fleece. 
      Betty Poplin 



EUMC Awesome Adventures 
 

 February Theme: Walking on Water 
 

 Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33 
 

 Memory Verse:  “Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.”  Matthew 14:27b (NIV) 
 

Rotation Objectives  -  Participants will be able to: 
• Name that the story is found in the New Testament. 
• For 3rd grade and up:  Locate the story in Matthew.  Identify the four Gospels. 
• Re-tell the story in his/her own words. 
• Recognize “faith” as an action word  -  to trust in God, to be certain Jesus is with us always. 
• Discover that Jesus wants us to build our faith in him.  Discuss ways to do this. 
• Explore the concept that life can give us difficult times.  When we focus on God, our faith is strengthened. 

You are invited to make a joyful noise with the Englewood United Methodist Church Chancel Choir 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m.  We hope you will consider joining our choir! 

 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands  -  Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before His presence with singing.  Know ye that the Lord He is God.   Psalm 100 

G rief Share Ministry at EUMC meets each 
Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in Room 

202/204.  If you are grieving the loss of a loved 
one, or if someone you know is grieving, this is a 
great way to start the journey from “Mourning to 
Joy”.  Grief Share is a Biblically based Christ  
Centered journey of healing.  If you would like 
more information or have questions, please contact Ronnie 
Barbour @ 955-7867 or Helen Bronner @ 972-3816. 

T rinity Circle has a new shipment of dish 
cloths.  You may purchase at $1.50 each.  

Order forms for dish cloths are available in the 
church office.  If you have questions, you may  
contact Janice Roberson at 443-2458. 

The deadline for items to be  
included in the March newsletter 

is February 20th! 

A s a follow-up to the planning retreat, I would like for each committee and ministry at EUMC to please submit  
a short description of what your committee or ministry does.  We hope that this will allow everyone in  

the church to see what is going on and become involved.  If you have questions, please contact Jay Quigley,  
Pastor Benson, Jim Dunn or Christian Davenport.  Please return information to the church office a soon as you can.    
 

     Thank you,  Jay Quigley 

CHILDREN’S AREA SUNDAY SCHOOL  ~  TEACHING SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who spend time with the children of EUMC on Sunday mornings helping them to grow in their faith. 

 

Preschool (2 yr—3 yr)  
 

February 5 Jenny Tinklepaugh 
February 12 Crystal Nettleton 
February 19 Stacie Carr 
February 26 Crystal Nettleton  
 

 

Kindergarten—2nd Grade  
 

February 5 BIBLE Amy Quigley & Danny Nettleton 
February 12 ART Laurie Cooper & Debbie High  
February 19 COOKING Sharon Dunn & Alene Hagwood 
February 26 VIDEO Luanne Osborne & Jeannie Gibbs 
 

 

“The Rock” (3rd, 4th, 5th Grade)  
 

February 5 BIBLE Sharon Dunn and Janice & Bobby Pridgen 
February 12 COOKING  Phyllis Griffin & Linda Pridgen 
February 19 VIDEO Lynn Bradley & Brenda Bazemore 
February 26 ART Lisa Clark & Margie Holt 
 

 

PreK (4 yr—5 yr)   Beth Ezzell 
 

February 5 Trudy Collier 
February 12 Danny Nettleton 
February 19 Alice Adams 
February 26 Frances Johnson 
 




